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Things human and divine.

This holy season calls us to see things differently, so that we might set our hearts and minds more on the
things of God and less on the things of the world. Giving more of our time to attend to our spiritual lives
and being less fixated with worldly things might be a part of the journey towards Easter, but our faith is
not only about individual reflection and the interior life. St Theresa of Avila writes of the spiritual life as
the interior castle, but a castle has a purpose beyond its own walls. Prayer and reflection are vital, but we
are called to attend to more than that alone.

Faith is about action as well as contemplation, being spiritually strong enough to live in the world , so that
we do not become of it. But the tragic selfishness, manipulation, rivalry, wrath and revenge that cause so
much pain the world are just some of manifestations of flaws deep in human nature that must be manage
d in ourselves first.

The truth is that our own insecurities, when given free rein, can act to perpetuate the shedding of tears
and of blood for ancients, moderns and post- moderns alike. This ‘silicon age ’ offers little reprieve. If
anything our lives are increasingly bombard e d with images of the victor and victim which now penetrate
rapidly and repeatedly into our awareness. Nothing escapes the lurid eye of the media.

As long as 2,000 years before the Lord’s nativity, population pressure led to migrations from the ancient
city of Ur, over the future oil fields of southern Iraq, up the Fertile Crescent formed by the rivers Tigris and
Euphrates, north- westwards through what is now the war- torn land of Syria, and then south towards
Canaan and Egypt. Suddenly aman emerge d from the nameless company of venturers when God called
Abram . Until that point, Genesis - the story of the birth or becoming of God’s people - keeps in the
picture the whole world. But subsequently the text focuses on one small part of the world as, over 13
chapters, the story of Abraham unfolds. Abram - a name which means ‘the father is exalted’ - is renamed
by God, Abraham: ‘the father of a multitude’ and his wife, Sarai, renamed Sarah, ‘Princess’.

Almost immediately, the covenant became more complex because of Abraham and Sarah’s impatience. At
the head of this great multitude of descendants are Ishmael, Abraham’s son with the slave Hagar, and
Isaac, his son with Sarah. These are the patriarchs of Arab and Hebrew peoples respectively, both of whom
claim the friendship of God, but whose age- old hatred has driven one to foist divine enmity on the other
time and again. Clearly, religion can be a dangerous thing since history suggests that it can be as bad for
humanity as it can be for God. Contemporary religious extremism underlines that point in a shockingly
violent way, creating victors and victims in bitterly grotesque inversions of holiness. This darkness stands
in stark contrast to the light of the cross, where the violent patterns of rivalry, victim and victor are
absorbed by God in Christ and exposed as fraudulent, unmasked by divine love.

The commemoration of St David of Wales tomorrow shines brightly with this same love. David was a
bishop in Wales more than 1400 years ago who founded monasteries not just in Wales, but also in England
and France. Networks of these communities worked as safe staging posts for travellers in the wild areas of
Wales, as they did across Scotland and the whole of Europe, opening up land for communication, farming
and settlement.



The little that we know about David is that he was an inspired teacher who lived very simply - like a
perpetual Lent - with no possessions and a diet without meat or beer, and that he taught his followers
to live with similar simplicity. He showed his concern for the poor by living like them and was loved and
respected by them in return. When he died in 589 AD, his monastery of Menevia was renamed
St David’s. Remains of the monastery stand there to this day next to the Cathedral. Tradition records
his dying words to his grieving brethren as ‘Do the little things in life’ (Gwnewch y pethau bychain
mewn bywyd).

With these words St David was not encouraging his followers to be sticklers for detail, still less asserting
that they should attempt no great tasks. What he meant relates closely to today’s words of the Lord to
St Peter and his other followers. We must do the things which the world so often does not value: we
must love forgiveness, gentleness, humility, compassion, long- suffering; and we must love those whom
the world, and sadly sometimes the Church, sets aside as failures and liabilities - the little people, as
well as the little things.


